
Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025126

We acknowledge as the members of:

.. ,' : Little,floole Parish'Council ,,, ,. .: :

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No'response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annual Govemance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

':, , 1il45nfi26

Signed by the Ghair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

Chair .

Clerk

and recorded as minute reference:

*r*ins 11 May.,P?6 ltem:14e-_.-, 
.,

https/fuiww.litlehoole-pc.gov.uU

1. We have put in place anangements for effec{ive financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting stratements.

I
prcpared its accounting statements in accordance
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

2. We maintained an adequate system of intemal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and conuption and reviewed its efiectiveness.

t/
made proper anangements and accepted responsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resources in
its charge.

3, We have assured ourselves that there are no matlers
of actual or potential non-compliance with laws,
regulations and Proper Practices that could have a
significant financial effect on the ability of this
authority to conduct its business or manage its
finances.

,/
.,:.

has only done what it has the legal powerto do and has
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors'rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

t/
during the year gave all persons rnferesfed fhe opportun@ to
inspect and ask questions about this authority's accounts.

5. We canied out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the introduction of internal controls andlor
extemal insurance cover where required.

,.,{
:.:

considered and documented the frnancial and other risks it
faccs and deaft with them properly.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and contol systems.

l/
.:: ..

ananged for a competent person, independent of the financial
controls and pocedures, to give an objective view on whether
intemal controls meet the needs of this smaller authoity.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from intemal and external audit.

|, l/ responded to matters brought b rts atrention by intemal and
ertemal audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occuning either
during or after the year-end, have a fnancial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

t/

disclosed everything it should have about its business activity
duing the year including events taking place after the year
end if relevant.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. ln our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for tlre fu nd(s[assets, including
financial reporting and, if requircd, independent
examination or audit.

has met all of its responsibilities where, as a body
corporate, rf ls a sole managing trustee of a local
trust or trusts.

t/

10. We have put in place anangements for the effective lT
and data management in accordance with proper
practices during the year under review.

'l €
: 

:',.: , ,' .:..

has made suitable anangements for its lT and data
management and has complied with proper practices in
doing so.
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025126 for

I certify that for the year ended 3'l March 2026 the Accounting
Statements in thisAnnual Govemance and Accountabitity
Retum have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for SmallerAuthorities - a
Practitioners'Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authorityl for approval.

I confinn that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

:,:::,.::-,:;,i:-::::.:.::,=,:.t==t:=::1r11. 
6_..

as recorded in minute reference:

Signed by Chair of the meeting where theAccounting
Statements were approved

8. Total value of cash and
short term investments

l::::,:i::::..:i:::::.:ti.:t.: :,t:::i:,:j==
.: ::::.1-: -::::.: :::-.:::,:-:i:::.: ri

i-..ii:...'-::'.a..
: :.:. 

:: 
|.: 

: 
.. 

: 
:.!:. 

....: .: : 
|.. 

:: :.|.:....

: a,.:::'.:: :':: .: .:::;:::,-::a:a::: :: ..::a:. at '::::'::: : :...:: -::: '. :ii : :.::4.:;:-:: ii:: r, ::::i r. rj

The sum of all cunent and deposit bank accounfs, cash
haldings and shoft term investments held as at 31 March -
To agreewith bank reconeiliatian.

9, Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assels

The value of all the prcperty the authority owns - rt is made

31March.

10. Total borrowings , rre uuastan{rtrrg Gaprw, para{r(E ant at J, ,warcn t t art ,uat,s
komthird pafties {including PWLB}.
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Annual lnternal Audit Report 2025126
Ho ole-

Litflelele Parish Council\

https /turuw. littlehoole-pc. gov. u k

Durlng the financial year ended 31 Marcfr 2026, this auffrority's intemal auditor acting independently and on the
basis & an assessmint of risk, canied out a setectiw assessment of compliance with the retevant procedures and
controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The intemal audit for 2025/26 has been canied out in accordance with this authoritys needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the intemal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Set
out below are the objectives of intemal control and alongside are the intemal audit mnclusions on whether, in all
significant r6spech, lhe control objedives were being achieved throughout the financial ysarto a standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authority.

A. Appropriab accountng records have been propertv ked lhroushout the financhl year. ,
B. This authority complied with its finandal regulafuns, payments rvere suppoiled by invoices, all

expendifurc was approved and VATwas appropriately accounted for.
1/

C. This authority assessed the signmcant risks b achieving ib objectivG and rcvieilred ths adequacy
of ananoemenb b manee tlEse.

,/
D. Thc prccopt or rates requircment resulted ftom an adequate budgetary process; prcgress against

the budget was regulady rnonitored; and reserves lrEre appropriate. ./
E. E pecbd incoms \rlas fully leoeived, based on @r6ci pri6, properly recoded and prompfry

banked; and VATwas appropdatety acounted for.
el

F. Caqh payments wsrs properly supported by receipts, all cash expenditure wasgpproved and
VAT aoorooriatelv accounbd for.

t/

G. Sahries b emplo),eeg ard aflwances b mernbes were paid in accordance wilh this authority's
approvals, and PAYE and Nl requirements were properly apflied. ,l

l{. Asset and invesfrnente rooisilors werc comdete and accuraile and ryoperff rnaintained. I
l. Periodic bank account recorpliations rfltstB DroDerlv cari€d ont during th€ y€ar- (:,
J. AcccuntirE staEmentr preparpd duirU lhe yeawere preperedon lhe corectamuntng hsis (r€oeipts

and pa)lTBnE or incone and o@rdlture), agrced b the cash bmh supporbd by an adequab audit
hail tom undedyirrg r€@rds ard lvherc appmprisb debtors and credibrs were poperly rmded.

t
K, lf the authority certified itBelf as exempt from a limited assurance revieu, ln 2024fr15, it r$et the

exemption cdteria and coflecw dedared ftself exempt. (ltthe authotrW had e limil€,d assuran@
review of its 2o2#2SACARtid< lro, covercd"l

:11

L. The authority published tre required information on a websiteArvebpage up to date at Ute lirne of tt€
intemal audit in accordance with the relovant legislaton.

t,|/

tl. ln ttle year covq€d by this AGAR, the authority conecdy provided for a period fur the exercise of
public rights as rcquired by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (dunng the fr2ff26 AGAR Wriod,
warc publlc righB in relatiqrtothe 202+25 AGAR evidenced by a rclice onthewebslte and/or
authotU amrcv?d mirutes qnfirming tlte dales set).

t

H. The authorlty ha complied with the publication requirements br2024t25 AGAR
(soe AGAR Page f Gudance l$ofes).

l/

O. The authorlty has complied with laws, regulatbns & properpradices relating to digttal and data
comoliance.

e/

P. (For local councilc only)
Trust funds (indudkrs charitraUe) - The council net its responsibilities as a tsustee. l,'r/

Foranyofterdsk aeas kbnt'Fed bylhis a.fprityadeqJab corfiob ad#d (li* anydrrdsk aeas on sepade sh€€ts !f n€sded).

Date(s) interrnal audit undertaken
: 0$|g5/26,':,' ',',

Signature of person who ,:l

canied outthe intemal audil

Name of percon who canied out the intemal audit

Helen Broughton

05105126'\Jri b
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Addendum to Liftte Hoole Parish CouncilAnnuatAudit Report AGAR Submission
2425t26.

The Annuat Governance and Accountabitity Return (AGAR) 2O25t26 requires that if the

lnternaI Auditor has ticked "No" in the Annuat lnternat Audit Report then any

implications must be stated and what aetion has been taken to address anyweakness
in control identified.

ln the case of Littte Hoote Parish Councit the lnternat Auditor has ticked "No" for items L

and N above. The lnternal Auditor commented "The Council has pub{ished most of the
required information on its website. However, the ExternalAuditor Report and
Cenificate were nat available at the time of review, meaning I am unable to give a
positlve assertion torthis area.Ifiis rs a minor omission in the context of atherwise

strongcompliance.". This was an oversight bythe Cterk; the ExternatAuditor Report and

Cenificate tor 2A24125, giving the Parish Councit a "ctean bitt of heatth', is now avaitabte

to see on the Parish Councit's website.

The lnternal Auditor's response as "Not Covered" for item F, is due to the fact that, as
per the lnternat Auditor's Report, 'No cash payments are made, which is good practice."

The lnternatAuditor's response as "Not Covered" for itbm K, is due to the fact that, the
Parish Councit did not exempt itsetf from a [imited assurance review in2024l25,but
was subjectto a timited assurance review-

Paut Cafferkey - Cterk to Littl,e Hoote Parish Council - 23 June 2026.

-I?"*& -&eb *lo Glzze


